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INTRODUCTION, 


*" It is where myth and history combine that legend is most | 
interesting and appeals to our fancy, or to our sympathy most strongly”. 
Sse Ss sa eSs 2S - sees s C. MK, Skinneree---- cc creer ne rr reer secre 


The subject of this thesis is the Types and Distribution of 
Negro Folk-Lore in America. I shall attempt to show the number of types 
of Negro folk-lore, and trace the origin back to Africa. Then I shall 
attempt to show that Negro folk-lore has been distributed through the 
various states of tiie union, and either worked over by the various 
communities into new stories, or adopted as a whole from the other 
communities, Likewise the Indians have borrowed the folk-lore of the 
Negro, both in North and South America. 

Not only were the stories obtained from the informants, but 
they were checked by the stories found in the various papers, books, 


journals, and from stories told me from members of the white race, 


Folk-lore is one of the most important means of discovering 
the earliest stages of the social, religious, psychological, and 
political history of man. Not only new problems, but new lines of 
thought have sathered around the science of Polk-lore since I885, 
Accordingly the science of Folk-lore has advanced far, 

W. A. Clouston says in his book of Popular Tales and Fiction 
that" A comparative study of Folk-tales, apart from it's great linguis- 
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etic value is calculated to enlarge the mind, and when assiduously 
prosecuted, broaden our sympathies, and enable us to recognize, more 
fully, perhaps, than could anything else, the universal brotherhood 
of mankind .* 

All studies of this kind must begin from a definite culture 
area. The next step is to take into cénsideration the materials and 
methods to be used, If the comparative method is to be used there 
must be a certainty that like quantities are being cempared, 

To truly understand the realm of folk-lore it is necessary 
to know something of anthropological research, and its results. With 
out this consideration of folk-lore there is not much value to be 
obtained from it, It is because the various components of fol x-lore 
are survivals of someting much more essential to mankind than frag- 
ments of life, wnich for all purpose of progress might well disappear 
from the earth, This does not mean that History and Folk-lore are com- 
plementary studies. 

Anthropological evidence must be based upon the entire charact 
-eristics of human groups, and not upon special characteristics, that 
are singled out for the purpose of simple research, 

Using these methods in trying to solve the problem presented 
in tnis thesis it has been found that, the survival of African mythology 
in tne minds of American Negroes seems to be more extensive than the 
survival of tre native languageks, which are limited to a very few 


words, yet the parents may have come direct from Africa. It is doubvtful 
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whether the history of the world presents such another example of com- 
plete forgetfulness of ancestral tradition. At the same time the ancest- 
ral stories wiich had nothing to do with fidelity, and these only, sur- } 
vived in an altered form, The majority of these comprise the nursery r 
lore of the so catled white race, 

In almost every part of America is found one or more types of 
Negro folk-lore. Some of the stories are changed beyond recognition; 
Clearly showing that with the difference inlocality may be found a 
similar difference in that, which must have been originally the same 
story. When a story of some length possesses a number of circumstances 
the same, which follow in the same order, as in another, the asseration 
can be made that this is a case of transmission. Some cases are rather 
sony to detect, others are rather difficult. In this work both cases 
will be taken into consideration, 

By nature and habits the Black-man is a great story-teller, 
and originator of stories. By this means he has contributed much to the 
literature of the world today. Nany of his stories have been borrowed 
and adapted by other races. In America alone stories that the Negro 
vrought over from Africa with nim have either been preserved in their 
mative forms, worked entirely over; or altered to suit the individual 
humor of the story teller, or are altered in order to suit tne surround- 
ings./For instance in altering to suit the surroundinzs animals that are 
found in that special locality are substituted for the animals in the 
original Atrican version,(see the diagram concerning the Tar Baby myth) 
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The Tortoise or Terrapin stands next to Brother Rabbit of the 
American Negroes. The fox, goose, horse, rabbit, pig, ram,rooster, deer, 
terrapin, bear, alligator, wolf, opossum, guinea-fowls, mosquitoes, snake, 
wild cat, dog, horned cattle, hawk, buzzard, bird, and fish were all 
comuon animals in the southern states where the Negroes first settled. 

{ It is from and through these states that the Negro folk-lore has diffus- 
ed.) These animals constitute the actors in the folk-lore of the Negro. 

Not only has Negro folk-lore spread among Negroes through the 
southern states, then to the rest of America and into Mexico, Canada, and 
South America; but it has also influenced the atoties of the so called 
white race, and the Indians of both North and South America. The nursery 
tales of the white race are to a large extent simply the tales told by 
Negro nurses to tneir charges at bed time and later copied by writers, 
and those interested in anthropological research, 

Tne student of folk-lore must take into conside"ation the widely 
differing distinctive characteristics of tne Negroes and Indians, Then 
there will be no difficulty in distinguishing between myths and stories of 
the two wraces.In some cases the stories are built wyon until they are 
made to fit the peculiarities of the race that borrows them. Numerous 
tribes of Indians, especially the Creek, the Yucni, others in the south- 
eastern area of North America, The Plains; and the Indians on the Amazon 
in South America have not hesitated to borrow from the Negroes, The Ind- 
ians in South America have been in intimate association with the Negroes 


for over two hundered years. In North America the Indians were in close 
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contact with the Negroes and some of these tribes were owners of slaves, In 
this manner it is prebable that the animal stories of tne two races be- 
came to an extent blended. 

As the other races have been influenced by the Negro's folk-lore 
so has the Negro been influenced to some extent vy theirs. Some of the 
stories he has worked over to suit his fancy. Others he has adopted with 
slight changes, Taking them all into consideration in this thesis there 
will be found three special types of Negro folk-lore, under these general 
types many special ones will be found, which indicates the types and origin 


of the tales. 
TYPES OF NEGRO FOLK-LORE 
I. Tales originated by the Negro in Africa and brought over, 
A. Animal Stories. 
B. Ghost Stories as they are known in America: Spirit as they 
are known in Africa, 
C. Stories showing the belief in wandering spirits assuming 
other shapes, 
D. Stories of human actions: in these people act as they normally 
do. 
II.Tales borrowed from the other sources, or races with slight changes if 
any. 
A. Stories of Christianity. 
I. Devil Stories. 
2. Creation Stories, 


B. Stories showing the belief in wandering spirits, 


XXI1«.Tales borrowed but entirely worked over. 
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A. Creation Stories. 

B,. Fairy Stories. 

C, Various Stories borrowed by the Negroes of Various Localit- 

ies from each other, 

These stories came first from Africa to America. They spread 
through the southern states into the northern( state@), eastern, and lastly. 
into the western states. In the mean time the stories were being adopted by 
other races, or worked over by the different localities, From America 


they spread to South America, etc, 


It has long been recognized that the animal stories; or Uncle 
Remus stories as they are known in the south; bear a strong resemblance 
te stories current in various parts of Africa, and among the Indians and 
Negroes of Brazil. The source of stories is distinguished by the oddness 
and complexity of them, Such oddness and complexity are sure proofs that 
the occurrence ef the same stery in different regions is due to éissemin- 
ation from one common source, 

Taxing into consideration such oddness and complexity of the 
stories of the American Negro it is clearly seen that not only the pilots 
of the majority of the stories, but even the priacipal actors are of Afric= 
an origin, Brer Rabbit is the mosf$ famous hero in the entire realm of 
animal stories. In America Brer Rabbit gets credit for the pranks of the 
Hare, and Jackal in central and eastern Africa; Ali in west Africa; Hlak- 


anyana or Uthlakanyana of the Kaffirs, and other tribes of Africa, 
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The native African is a born “raconteur"®, His stories are not 
the products of his imagination, they are folk-lore changed and adorned 
to please his particular audience or particular circumstance, 

Certain traits that are especially prominenmt in American Negro 
folk-lore occur in Africa only. It is impossible here to state the many 
proofs upon which this asseration is based, but the following stories 
will clearly show that the stories came first from Africa to America. 
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2. ORIGIN AND DISTRIBUTION OF STORIES. 


Story of The Bird That Made Milk. 


Africa. There was once upon a time a poor man living with his wife ina 


certain village. They had three children, two boys and a girl. They use to 
get milk froma tree. Tnat milk of tne tree was got by squeezing. It was 
not as nice as that of a cow, and the people that drank it were always thh, 
For this reason those veople were never glossy like those who were fat. 

One day the woman went to make a garden, She began by cutting the 
grass with a ikuba(hoe), and then putting it in a big heap. That was the 
- work of the first day, and when the sun was about to set she went home. When 
she left tnere came a bird to that place, and sang this song: | 

°" Weeds of this garden, 
weeds of this garden, 
spring up, spring up, 
work of this garden, 
work of this garden, 
disappear, disappear." 

It was so. The next morning when she returned and saw that, she 
wondered greatly. She began again to put things in order on that day, and 
put sticks in the ground to mark that place. In the evening she went nome 
and told tnat ghe had found the grass growing just as it was before, Her 
husband said:" How can such a thing be? You were lazy and didn't work, and 
now tell me this falsehood. Just get out of my sight, or I'll beat you." 


On the third day she went to her garden with a sorrowful heart 
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remembering ‘he words spoken by ner husband, She reached the place and 
found the grass growing as before. The sticks that she had stuck in the 
ground were there still, bvut she saw nothing else of ner labor. She wond'! 
ered greatly. She said in her heart," I will not cut the grass off again, 
I will just hoe the ground as it is." She commenced. Then the bird came 
and perched on one of the sticks, It sang: 
* Citi, citi, 

Wno is this cultivating the ground of my father? 

Pick, come off, 

Pick handle, break, 

Sods, go back to your places." 

All these things nappened, The woman went home and told her 
husband what the bird had done, Then they made a plan, They dug a deep 
hole in the ground, and covered it with sticks and grass. The man hid 
himself in the hole, and put up one of his hands, The woman commenced 
to hoe the ground again, Then the bird came and perched on the hand of 
the man, and sang: 

*" This is the ground of my father, 
Whe are you, digging my father's ground? 
Pick, break into small petces; 
Sods, return to your places." 

It was so. Then the man tightened his fingers and caught the 
bird. He came up out of the place of concealment. He said to the bird: 
" As for you who spoil the work of this garden, you will not see the 


sun any more, With this sharp stone I will eut off your head," 
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| Then the bird said to him,* I am not a bird that should be 
killed, I ama bird that can make milk." The man said:"® Make some then," 
The vird made some milk in his hand, The man tasted it. It was very nice 
milk, The man gaid:" Make some more milk, my bird,” The bird did so, The 
man sent his wife for a milk basket. When she brought it, tndbird filled 
it with milk, The man was very much pleased, He saia:*® This pretty bird 
of mine is better than a cow," 

He took it home and put it ina jar. After that he used to 
rise even in the night and tell the bird to make milk for him, Only he 
and his wife drank of it. The children continued to drink of the tree, 
The names of the children were: Gingci, the first born, Lonci, his bro- 
ther; and Dumangashe, his sister, That man cot very fat indeed, se, that 
his skin became shiny. 

The girl said to her brother, Gingci:*® Why does father get 
fat and we remain so thin?” He replied:" I do not know, Perhaps he eats 
in the night," They made a plan to watch, They saw him rise in the . - 
middle of the night. He went to the big jar and took a eating mat off 
it. He said:" Make milk, my bird." He drank much, Again he said:" Make 
milk, my bird.* And again he drank until he wasvery full. Then he lay 
down and went to sleep. 

The next day the woman went to work in her garden and the 
man went to visit a friend. The children remained at home but not in 
the house. Their father fastened the door of the house and told them 
not to enter it on any account tintil his return. Gingcei said:"® Today 
we will not drink of tne milk of the tree(euphorbia)., We will drink of 


the milk that makes father fat and shiny". The girl ssid:" As for me, 
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I also say, let us drink of father's milk today." 

They entered the house, Gingci removed the eating mat from 
the jar and said to tne bird:* My father's bird, make milk for me,* 
The bird said:" If I am your father's bird, put me by the fire place 
and I will make milk,* The boy did this. Then the bird made just a 
little milk, which the boy drank, The girl said:*® My father's bird, 
make milk for me," The bird said," If I am your father's bird, ‘ust 
rut me in tne sunlight, and I will make mikk," The girl did se. Then 
the bird made a jar full of milk, After that the bird sang: 

*" The father of Dumangashe came, he came, 
He came unnoticed by me. 
He found great fault with me. 
The little fellows have met together, 
Gingci, the brother of Lonci. 
The Umkonsnzi cannot be crossed. 
It is crossed by swallows 
Whose wings are long." 

When it finished it lifted up its wings and flew away. But 
the girl was still drinking milk, The children called it and said: 

* Return bird of my father", But it did not come back. They said:" We 
shall be killed today", They followed the bird, They came to a tree 
where there were wany birds the boy caught one and said to it:" My 
father's bird, make milk." It bled. They cried:" This is not our 
father's bird." This bird bled very much, Tne blood ran like a river. 


Then the boy released it, and it flew away. The children were seized 


Google 


T2, 


with fear, 

In the evening the man came home, When he was yet far off, 
he saw that the door had been opened. He said:* I did not shut the 
door that way." He called his cnildren, but only Lonci replied. He 
asked for the others. Lonci said:* I went to the river to drink; 
wnen I returned they were gone." He searched for them, and found the 
girl under the ashes, and the boy behind a stone. He inquired at once 
about his bird. They were compelled to tell the truth concerning it.” 

( The punishment of the children began, which is really another 
story in itself.) 


This story is current in almost all parts of Africa, There 
are different versions of it among the different tribes, but the main 
part of the story is always the same. 

The Serolong (an interior tribe) version of this story diff- 
ers from the preceeding (found arzong the coast tribes) in that the man 
is-mamed hasilo, He goes each vay with his wife to work the fields, 
The bird in this version says:" Masilo's cultivated ground mix together" 
The day Masilo plans to find who disturbes his vwork he sends his wife 
home at the end of the day, but remains behind himself, He does not 
dig a hole but lies down by the side of the house. In this manner he 
catches the bird when it comes, 

Lasilo ferds his whole family on the bird's milk and tells 
them not to tell any one of it. Their neighbors become curious, One 


day Masilo and his wife go to work and the children of the village 


*-Theal page 282, 
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come to play vith his children, They ask Masilo's children why they 
are so fat. The children tell them of this bird. They ask to see it- 
Tne children get it. They have the bird make milk, Then they made it 
dance for them, One of them said:" It is too close in here, let's 
take it out." They do so and the bird escapes while they are enjoying 
themselves and laughing, 

Among the Bushmen, the version is similar to the Serolong 
version, except the bird suggests to the children that he will dance 
for them, and later tells them that he can dance better in the sun- 
light, and so escapes* 

One can see from these accounts that the story offhe Bird 
Who made Milk*® is an African story. Now among the American Negro there 
is a story called " Brother Rabbit and The Little Girl.* There are 


several variants of this story current among the Negroes, 


E 
@ 
o 


| nerdoan Parallel. 


One time after Brer Rabbit done been tromping around hunting 
up some sallid fer to make out his dinner, he find hiself in de neigh- 
hood of Mr. Mans, en he walk long twel he come tex de gyardin-gate en 
see Little Girl playing ‘round in de sand, W'en Brer Rabbit look twix 
de gyardin-palin's en see de colluds, en de sparrer-grass, en de yuther 
gyardin truck, hit make nis mouf water. Den he walk up to de Little Gal, 
Gal, 


# Theal, page 287, 
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Brer Rabbit did,en he s'cratch he head,en bow,en scersave he foot,en talk 
mighty nice en slick. 

"Howdy, Little Gal,Brer Rabbit, sezee: 'how you come on?" sezee, 

Den de Little G@l,she ‘'spont howdy,en she ax frerg Rabbit how he 
come on,he ‘low he mighty po'ly,en den he ax @f she de Little Gal wiat 
live up in de big w'ite house,wich de hittle Gal,she up'n say 'twer', 
Brer Rabbit,he say he mighty glad,kaze he des bin up dar to see ‘er pa, 
ne say fer to tell de Little Gal to open d= gyardin-gate so Brer Rabbit 

kin git sometruck,.Den de Little Gal she open d este,en Brer Rabbit he 
go in.En he got ‘in er mess er greens,en he hop out ag'tin,en w'en he 
Ewine @ff he make a vow,he did,en tell de Little Gal he much erblice,dan 
he put off fer home, 

Next day 3rer Rahbit played de same trick on de Little Gel,en 
walk off wid er nother mess ob gereens,en hit keep on dis way till Lr, 
han ‘gun to miss he @r-ens,en he keep on mi-sing dem twel he got to 
ousing every body on de place.W'ten dat happened d- Little Gal,she up 
en say: 

"My goodness ,pat'sez she.'you done tole Brer Rabbit fer to come 
and make m= let ‘im in de egyarden atter some creens,en aint he done ax 
me,en aint I cone let ‘im in?'s4z she, 

hr lun soon see jist way d# lund lay,en he laugh en tell de 
Little Gal dat he done plum disremember all bout Lr.Rabbit,den he tell 
ner dat de next time dat young chap come to let ‘tim in,den to run en 

tell ‘im,kaze he want to see ‘im, 
Sho nuff,next morning here come Brer Rahbhbit.He wuz reudy wid 


de same tale.De Little Gal let ‘im in,den she run en tell er pa, 
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'O pal'patyer Brer Raboit in d* gyardin now!Ver he is pa! 

Den hr.h.an he rush out,en grab up a fishing lineygw'at bin 
hanging on de back porch,en he make fer ds gyarden,en w'en he hit 
Gar,dar wuz Brer Rabbit trompling round on de strawberry bed,en 
mashing down de termartusses, Brer Rabbit tried to hide behind er 
collud leaf,but £wa'nt no use kr.Man‘seed ‘im en fo ver kin count 
leven Lr.lh.an done got ‘im en tie ‘im grod en tight. 

Lr.kan tell ‘im he ewine to beat tim to death,den tuck he 
skin to de stable door, He leave de Little Gal to wat'h 'im w'iles 
he gone, 

Brer Rabbit aint saying nothing, but hr.han wint mo'n out ce 
gate 'fo' he gun to singjen in dem days Brer Rabbit wuz a singer,en 
wren he chuned up to sing he muke dem yuther creetu~s holt cer bref, 
Der song Brer Rabbit sung run like dis: 

'De jay-bird hunt de sparre®-nes', 

De bee-martin ssil all ‘'roun'; 

De squer'l,he holler from d= top ob de tree, 
Lr.ole,he stay in de croun'; 

He hide en he stay twel Ge dark drap down- 
Lr. Miole,he hide in de sroun',' 

Wren de Little gal vear dat,she lauch,she did,en she wo #n ax 
Brer Rabbit to sing some mo’ ,but Brar Rabbit he sorter cough,en low 
dat he got er mignty bad ho'seess down he win'pipe some!rs, De Little 
Gal,she swade,en swade,en bimeby Brer Rabbit,he up'n tlow aut he kin 


Gunce mo' din he kin sing.Den de Little Gal ax ‘im ef he won't dance 
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Brer Rabbit ‘spons how in de name ob goodness kin a man dance w'en he 
all tied up dis er way, den de little Gal say she kin ontie ‘im, en 
Brer Rabbit, he say he aint keering ef she do, De Little Gal she 
retched down en onloose de fish-line, en Brer Rabbit, he sorter 

strech hisse'f en look round, 

Brer Rabbit commenced to dance, en w'en he done danced up 

by de gate, bless yo' soul! Brer Rabbit gedder up his foots und’ ‘'in,en 
he dance outer dat gyardin, en he dance home, Kaze yo don't speck dat a 
Ole-timer w'at done had ‘spe'unce like Brer Rabbit gwine to stay dar 

en let dat ar Mr. Man sackyfice ‘im? Shoo! Brer Rabbit dance, but he 
dance home™ 

There is another version of this story where Mir, Man puts a 
bridle on Brother Rabbit and ties him to the fence. Mr. Man leaves the 
throat latch open, and so Brother Rabbit slips his head ovt and latter 
tricks Brother Fox to put his head in, Brother Rabbit then fastened the 


latch™ 


There are many variants of this same story anong the Negroes 
of America, and among the Indians of South America. Among the Indians 
(Amazon) of Brazil there is a story called "Jabuti That Cheated Man," 
The Jabuti is identical with Brother Terrapin. This story was borrowed 
from the Negroes.Compare it with the African version, 


Indian 
S- American Parallel. 


Jubuti was dancing in a hole in the ground, when he was 
%® Informant--B, B.Osborne *#% Informant--G.0,Melontree 
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caught by a man, The man carried him to his house, andput him ina box, 
By and by the Jabuti began to sing. The man's children listened and the 
Jabuti stopped singing. The children begged it to continue to sing, but 
the Jabuti refused to sing, The children begged and begged, finally the 
Jabuti said:" If you are pleased with my singing, now much more you would 
be with my dancing", The children placed him in the middle of tne floor, 
He danced and danced around the room, finally when he had danced near the 


door he made an excuse to go out and so fled,* 


As said before the Brer Rabbit of the American Negro is the 
Hare and Hlakayana of the Africans. Compare this story from the "Story 
of Hlakanyana"® with the story of Brer Rabbit and the butter, 

Atrictems “Hlakanyana went to sleep in the same house with the boys. 
The boys did not want him to sleep with them, They laughed at him, They 
said:* Who are you. You are just a child of a few days." Hlakany2na 
answered:" I am older than you," He slept there that night. When the 
boys were asleep, he got up and went to the cattle kmaal. He killed two 
cows and ate their insides, He took blood and smeared it on org of the 
boys who was sleeping, In the morning the men found these two dead cows. 
Tney said:* Who has done this thing?" They found the boy with the blood 
upon him and killed him, because tney thought that he was the robber, 
Hlakanyana said within himself:* I told them that I was older than they 


are, it is seen today who is the child, and w§o is a man." ** 


* Hartt, page I5,. 


*# Theal, * 309, 
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American Parallel, 
All the animals got together and had a milking and churn- 


ing. They churned a tub of real rich, yellow butter, because they 
were so very tired with the day's work, they all laid down to sleep 
at nightfall. For they decided to divide the butter among themselves 
in the morning, When every one was asleep and snoring old Brer Rabbit 
eased over to the tub of butter and vegan to eat to his fill. After 

a while all the butter was gone. He scraped the sides of the tub and 
got some butter on his paws and went over to where Brer Possum was 
sleeping. He greased Brer Possum's feet and mouth, After a while all 
the animals woke up as it was morning. They go to the tub and fin€ it 
empty. Then they leok for the rogue. They see Brer Pessum's mouth and 
feet, s0 they believe that Brer Possum stole the butter. All the animds 
jump on poor Brer P,ssum. Brer Rabbit went off and laughed to himself, 


because he was smarter than the rest.* 


In another version of Hlakanyana, the hero eats the meat of 
the Chief during the Chief's gbaenee: He shields himself by smearing 
fat @n the mouth of an old man sleeping in the room, and also places a 
bone besides the old man, This story is of true African origin, but it 


is found here in America. 


African, 
*" The little fellow went to a village where he saw an old wo- 
man sitting besides her house. He ask the old womam if she wasnted to 


be made young. The old woman said:" Yes my grand-child. I will be very, 


* Informants--J.A.Stout, L, Kelly, Je , Campbell, 
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very glad." He told her to take the pot and fill it full of water. The 
old woman did as she was told, Then Hlakanyana took a large pot and set 
it en the fire. He put some water in tne pot. Then he said to the old wo- 
:* You must cook me first, then I will cook you seme.” He was the 
first to be put in the pot. When the water began to get het he said:* 
Take me out Grandmother, I am in leng enough." Hlakayana got out and the 
old woman was pic in. Soon she said:" Take me out my grandchild, I am 
in long enough." Hlakayana replied:" Not yet, Grandmather, it is not 
time.” So the old woman died in the pot. Hlakayana then put the old wo- 
man's clothes on and sat down in the house, When the sons came in they 
said they were hungry. In the voice of the old woman Hlakayana told them 
that their dinner was in the pot. They proceeded te eat. Hlakayana slip- 
ed away. When he was some distance away he yelled back:” You are eating 


your grandmother," * 


American Parallel. 

Brer Rabbit was mad with Brer Wolf. One day he went by there. 
He saw no one so he called. No One answered. Brer Rabbit got real mad, 
He was so mad he just stamped his foot and bumped his head. After a while 
Grinny Granny Wolf told him to come in, Brer Rabbit did,and made himself 
comfortable by the fire. Soon he say:* Hi, Granny I is cripple in de leg, 
and blind in de eye. You must bile me and make me well.”® Then Brer Rabbit 
put a chunk of wood in the pot for himasel. After a while he said:"® I is 
well, my leg is strong, and my eye kin see," Old Granny then ask him 


# Theal p. 3II 
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to make her well. Brer Rabbit put her in the pot. When she touched 
the water she hollored:" Take me out." Brer Rabbit say:"* Not yet 
time." Soon old Granny was dead, Then Brer Wolf come home. He say, 
"Granny I is hungry." She say:"* There is your food in the pot.” 
Brer Wolf eat and smack his mouth, When he was most through Brer 
Rabbit slipped out. When he was someways off he yelled back:* You 


are eating your Grand- mother," * 


This story is identical with the Africam story of Hlakan- 
yana's tricks. Notice the similarity in the fellowing stories of 
Trixter Hlakayana, 


Africane 
: “ Hlakayana met a boy tending goats. The boy had a digging 


stick, Hlakanyana said:" Let's catch birds," At the end of the day 
they had caught a lot. Hlakanyana said:"* It is now time to roast 
the birds.” The place was on the river bank. 

* Hlakayana said:"* We must go under the water and see who 
will come up last." Hlakayana came up last. He said:" Let's try 
again." This time he came out quickly. He ate all the birds, but 
the heads, Then he dived down, The boy came out first. Hlakayana 
came last. He said:" It is now time to eat our birds", They found all 
the birds gone, Hlakayana then accused the boy. The boy denied it, 
Hlakayana then said:" You have eaten my birds, so you must pay for 


them with your digging stick." The boy gave him the stick, so he went 


* Informants BB, Osborne, 
Mrs. Johnson, 
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his way." * 


Notice that the greatest difference in these versions (African 
and American) is that in the African version Hlakayana helped to catch 
the birds. In the American version Brer Tarrypin did not help to get 
the fish, Otherwise the actions in the two stories are identical, 


American Parellel. 


Brer Mink was most proud of his diving. He lowered dat no man 
could beat him, One day Brer Tarrypin met Brer Mink as he went downby the 
creek with a string of fish. Brer Tarrypin hailed Brer Mink, He ask him 
where he got his fish, Brer Mink low dat he got dem in de creek, Brer Tarry- 
pin low dat he don't b'lieve dat. Dey decided to have a diving match and de 
one dat stay in de water de lonest owned de fish, At fust Brer Tarrypin he 
stay de longest. Dey say de best two out of three wins de fish. Dey try 
agin. Brer Tarrypin he says:" Ef I beats you dis time den de fish deyer 
mine; ef I gits bead, den we kin take 'n'er trial,* 

Dey dived agin. Brer Tarrypin he come up directly, he took 
en gobble up de lest one er de fish (notice no heads were left), en he'uz 
fixing ter pick he toof, but by dis time Brer hink bleedz ter come up, en 
old Brer @arrypin he took en slide down in de water. Soon he come up, en 
ne make like he tee-totally out er win', 

Ole Brer Tarrypin he look round, den he say:" Youer nice 
man, Brer Mink! Youer mighty nice man!" Den Brer Tarrypin he cuse Brer 


Kink bout de fish. Brer Tarrypin he tell Brer Mink he just gwine ter 


* Theal p, 312, 
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keep on twil he be like Brer Rabbit, Dis make Brer Mink feel 
prouds Kase he like ter be mixed up wid Brer Rabbit, Brer Mink 
he laughed, like he know more dan he gwine ter tell, Wid dat ole 
Brer Tarrypin went shuffling off, en atter he git outer sight he 
draw'd back in he house en shot de door en laugh twel dey wa'n't 
no fun in laughia', * 

Other examples that clearly show that the Negro brought 


over the African stories are as follows:- 


African 
Hlakyana Sews The Hyena's Tail, 

As Hlakayana was going along, he gaw a hyena building a house 
having already cooked some meat. Hlakyana asked the hyena to give 
him some, The hyena szid:" No, I will not give you any: it is too 
little even for me," Then Hlakayana replied:* Will not have me assist 
you in building?® The hyena replied:" I would have you without delay 
if you are intenmcine to help me," While they were fastening the thatch 
Hlakayana sewed the hair of the hyena fast. Hlakayana took the pot 
and sat down. The hyena said:* Let that pot alone, Hlakayana." He 
replied:"® I am eating now.” The hyena wanted to come down, but he 
found that his tail was fast. H}akayana ate all the meat, and threw 
the bones st the hyena. The hyena tried to frighten him by saying 
there weve many hyenas coming to devour him, He just answereds: 


"That is false." He continued eating till the meat was finished, Then 


*% Inf, Lt. Leon F. larsh, 
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American Parellel, 


Bro. Rabbit Nails Brer Fox's T2il TO THS Roof. 

Brer Rabbit done went en build a steeple on de top ob his 
house, all de crewters wanter fix up dey house, Some put new cell- 
ars und some slanyped on new winder-blinas, sone one thing wna 
gone er n'er, but ole Brer Fox he tuck a notion dat he'd put some new 
shingles on de roof, 

W'en Brer Rabbit hear dis he sot out fer Brer Fox's house . 
Wren he git der he see Brer Fox on de ton ob de house nabling on 
shingles, He also see in de corner ob de fence a bran new lunch pail 
full ob vittals. Dis was Brer Fox's dinner, en it look so good dat 
it mage Brer Rabbit's mouf water. 

Brer Rabbit hailed Brer Fox, en he ax ‘tim how he come on. 
Brer Fox say ne too busy to hold a confab, Brer Rabbit ax him what 
he doing up dar, Brer Fox say dat he fix he shingles fore de rainy 
season sot in, Brer Rabbit ax Brer Fox ef he4Heed ob some help. 

Brer Fox say yes. Den Brer Rabbit offer to help Brer Fox, Brer Fox 
say he mighty much erblige, en no sooner is he say dat den Brer 
Rabbit snatched off he coat en limp up de ladder, en sot more 
Shingles in one hour dan Brer Fox kin put in two..Dey wa'tsn't no work 
dat Brer Rabbit couldn't put he han! to en do better dan de nex’ 


one, 
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time he nail whe wonder how he gwine git dat dinner, Finally Brer 
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Amerjcan Parg@llel, 
Bear That Nursed The Alligators, 


Brer Bear had two chulens he Love dem very much, One day he 
go ter git dem some food. De boy slip off, He go ter fish, He see 
er log by de bank. He gi3 on de log, de log move, It were er Alligater 
De Gator cotch de little boy, He were goin’ ter give him to de little 
seven gators fer breakfus’, De little boy begged dat Mr, Gator let 
he nurse de little gators w'iles dey ma was out hunting, De gator 
greed. That day de gator stayed so long dat de little boy got hongry. 
He eat one ob de little gators, Wen dey mother come she ask fer 
de little gators fer to feed en wash dem, De little boy give her one 
at er time, W'en he give her six he give der ma der fust one back. 
Der nex’ day he eat er nother. Den he give der ma two back, So it went 
twil he done eat dem all, Den de little boy run way home ter he sis- 


sy en he ma, * 


African, 
The Lion And The Jackal, 


The Jackal got the best of the Lion, So the Jackal had to 
run for his life. fhe Jaokal ran under an overhanging rock, .Soon he 
hollored out:* Help! Help! this rock is falling on me!* He ask the ..: 
Lion to get a pole with which to prop it up. The Lion does so, While 


he was gone the Jackal escapes, = 


*% Inf. A.M. Osborne. **% Theal p. 97. 
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American Par@llel,. 
Brer Rabbit Escapes From Brer Wolf. 


Brer Rabbit is pursued by Brer Wolf. He hides under a 
leaning tree. When he is discovered vy Brer Wolf he calls out that 
the tree is falling on him, and prays to Brer Wolf to hold up the 
tree until he (Brer Rabbit) can go and bring a prop. Brer Wolf 
holds up the tree. Brer Rabbit goes out and does not return. * 

Astory identical with this one is found in South Africa, There 
the leopardess pursues the jackal, The jackal runs under an over- 
hanging tree. He then asks the leopardess to hold up tne tree until 


he gets a prop. So he escapes, *# 


African, 


Demane and Demazana, 

"A brother and sister ran away from home bécause of bad treat- 
ment. They went to live in a cave, The brother told the sister not to 
cook any meat, because the cannibals would come, The sister disobeyed, 
The Ganuibal did come, but the door was strong so he could not get in. 
He tried to imitate Demane's voice, singing; 

“ Demazana, Demazana, | 
Child of my mother, 
Open this cave to me, 
The swallows can enter it, 
It has two apertures," 


The girl knew this was not her brother's voice, She would not 
# Inf. J, Campbell. xe Junod p,. 98, 
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let him in. The next day the Gannibal burns out A¥s tusruat and re- 
turns and sings to tne girl. The girl is deceived. The Cannibal puts 
her in a sack, He takes ner to his home, The brother of the girl 
follows. On a pretext of wishing a drink the brother gets the Cannibdb- 
al to leave the house, He frees his sister, and puts a swarm of bees 
in the sack. When the Cannibal goes to the sack the bees come out and 


take his life." * 


African Parellel. 
AME? CAN the 
In parts of Southern and Eastern states Brer Fox takes the 
part of the Cannibal, Brer Terrypin takes the part of the sister, Frer 
Rabbit takes the part of the brother. Otherwise the story is identical, 
except that Brer Fox is stung by hornets until he is almost dead, 
In middle Georgia Brer Rabbit and his children are substitut- 


ed for the boy and girl. In North Carolina the boy and sister appear. 


African, 
Story Of The Great Chief Of The Animals, 

A woman sees the chief of the animals, She was looking for 
him, because he had eaten her children, She has cénceaked on her two 
pieces of wood and a piece of iron, She calls out to the Chief that she 
is hunting her children, He tells her that he can't understand her to 
come closer, When she does he eats her also, She finds her children 


and many other people also. 


* Theal p.335, 
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Her children are hungry, so she builds a fire with the wood 
and cuts some meat from the side of the monster with the piece of iron. 
she cooks enough food for all the people, This makes the monster feel 
very bad. He calls his council together but they can't help him, The 
monster dies. By that time the woman had cut her way out. All the 
people came out. They made the woman their chief. Soon when her 
children were larger they went out and killed a Cannibal on day, The 
men went out and skinned the Cannibal, Many people came out of hin. 
Together these people formed a great nation." 

(Theal p.334) 
American Parellel. 
Fate of Jack Sparrow, 

In this story lr. Jack Sparrow has something he wishes to 
tell lMr,¥Fox., Mr. Fox pretends that he is deaf, and asks Mr. Sparrow 
to come closer, First he ask him to jump on his tail, then on his 
back, finally on his tooth, Then Mr. fox eats poor Jack Sparrow. 

(Inf, G,O,Melontree) 

In another variant current in America én the Atlantic 


coast Mr, Alligator is substituted for Mr.Fox, 


Africa, 
The Lion And The Jackal, 


The lion pursues the jackal. The jackal runs in a hole 


under a tree, The lion catches the jackal by the tail. The jackal 
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cries out:" That is not my tail you have hold of. It is the root of 
the tree, If you don't believe it get a stone. Strike it and see if 
any blood comes." The lien goes to get a stone. The jackal crawls 


far into the hole, (Theal p.98) 


American Pargllel. 
Brer Fox And Brer Terrapin, 

Brer Vox catches Brer Terrapin just as he slides under. 
water, Brer Fox catches him by a hind leg. He decides to hold him 
under water long enough to drown him, Brer Terrapin calls out te 
Brer Fox that he has hold of a root and net his (Brer Terrapih's) 


tail. Brer Fox lets go and so Brer Terrapin escapes. 


Seuth American Parallel. 
Jaguar Who Catches A Tortoise, 

A Jaguar catches a Tostoise hy the hind leg just as he was 
disappearing in his home. The Tortoise calls out to him that it is 
not his hind leg that he (the Jaguar) has hold of, but it is a tree 
root, When the Jaguar turns his leg aloose the Tortoise crawls farther 
in his hale, (Hartt p.4I) 


There are many other parellals of the Acricag, North and South 
American stories, but I shall give only two more examples to prove 
that the American Negro brought éver the stories from Africa with 
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him to America, Then other races borrowed them, Among those who 
vorrowed them are the Indians of North and South America, and 


the white race, 


Africa, 


How The Tortoise Outran The Ostriches, 

The Tortoise beat the ostriches in a race, The tortoise 
stationed his kinsmen at various distances along the race course, 
These Tortoises would ca}jl out te the ostriches as they would get 
near:" Are you there?® The ostriches on hearing this would run faster. 
Finally exhausted they fell dewn dead. So by trickery the Tortoise 


beat the ostrichrs without running « step. (Inf, D.Z. 
Osborne ) 


American Pareliel. 


In America there are two common versions of this story. 
How Phe Tortoise Outran The Deer, 


The story is similar té the one frem Africa except that 
the deer takes the place of the ostriches, 


I 


How The Tortoise Outran The Rabbit, 
This is indeed a very common story te all Americans. It 
is often found in school primers. In this story the Rabbit is so sure 
that he will win that he takes a nap during the race, But he over sleeps 


The Tortoise has been moving all the time se the Portoise wins the race, 
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In South America there are two versions: 


South American Pargllel. 


How The Tortoise Outran The Deer, 


This story is the same as the American (N) version of the 
story by the same name, (Hartt p.7) 


How The Carpato (Cow Bick) Outran The Deer. 


The Carapato proposed a race with the Deer, When they 
started the Carapato fastened himself to the Deer's tail. As they 
ran along the Carapato would speak. The Deer théugnht that the Car- 
apato was overtaking him, so he ran much faster. Soon he dropped 


down exhausted. The Carapato then claimed the race. 
(Hartt p.9) 


African. The White Man And The Snake, 

The white man rescues a snake from under a rock, The 
snake fhreatens to bite the man, The matter is refered to the 
hyena, The hyena refers it to the other animals. The jackal says: 
“ I don't believe the snake can be covered by a rock," The snake 
submits to the test. The rock is put back on it. Then the jackal 


advises the man to go away and leave the snake, 
(Inf, J.A.Stout ) 
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Now in America the story is identical with the African ver- 


sion, except the characters are changed:- 
Brer Rabbit takes the place of Phe White Man. 


Brer Wolf . . : * The Snakes, 
Brer Tf od ° * " The Jackal, 


In South America the story is identical except in the change 


of characters and a big hole is used as a trap in place of a big rock. 


The Fox er Opussum takes the place ef The White Man. 
The Jaguar . = S " The Snake. 
A Wise Man . . . * The Jackal, 


In Africa either the jackal, fox, hare, or tortoise disting- 
uish themselves by their cunning. Their principal victims are the lion, 
wolf, or hyena. | 

In pnaxtee Brer Rabbit and Brer Tarrypin victimize Brer Fox, 
or Brer Wolf. 

In South America, especially in Brazil, the cetia, a species 
of tortoise, constantly gets the jaguar into trouble. It is believed 
that at least 90% of the Amazon Torteise Myths are of Negro origin. 
Variants of all the stories are found current in North America, especial: 


ly in the Southern states (the home of Negro Folk-Lore in America) 


*# See Prof Hartt, and Mr. Herbert Smiths’ works on 


The Amazon, 
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The preceeding stories conform to tne typgs of "Human Action | 
and animal stories that were brought over from Africa, The following 
stories come under the type of Entire Animal stories brought over 


from Africa, 


Africa (near the Red Sea.) 

The fox wishes te catch the raven, so he pretends to be 
dead. The raven comes along, and sees the fox lying as if he is dead, 
The raven suspects that something is wrong, so he says out in a loud 
voice:" If the fox is dead he will lift up his left hind foot." The 
fox on hearing this lifts up his leg, The raven detects the trick 
and flies off, (Informant L.¥,Marsh), 


American Parallel, 


Brer Wolf Plays Dead, 
Brer Wolf wishes to catch Brer Rabbit. He plays dead. When 


Brer Rabbit passes he thinks something is wrong. So he scratches his 
head and says in a loud voice:" Brer Wolf can't be dead, because 
when you are dead you give a powerful groan, and lift up your hind 
leg.* Brer Wolf on hearing this gave a great groan, and lifted up 
his leg. Brer Rabbit immediately seried the trick and beat it for 


home, (Informant J,R.Melontree,.) 


Both in this country and in Africa the rabbit or hare 


drinks during a great drought against the will of the other animals, 
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Africa 
The Jackal and The Lion, 
The jackel builds a steeple. He hoists up the lion, While 
the lion is talking the jackal throws a hot stone in his jaws. 


( Informant R, Lewis). 
American Par@llel. 


(Brother Rabbit tricks Brother Wolf.) 


Brother Rabbit builds a steeple. He manages to trick Bro, 
Wolfto let him hoist him upon it with a plow line. When Bro, Rabbit 
get him securely up he pours hot water on him, 

The variant of this story in which the victimized animal 
is hoisted up a tree, and the cord is cut so that it falls to the 


ground, is found both here and in Africax. 


Africa (Among the Woloff of West Africa). 
The monkey is forbidden to scratch himself, In telling 
about the spots; and touching them as he tells where he was wounded 


during the war- he scratches himself. (Inf, R. Lewis). 


American Parallel. 
Brother Rabbit is forbidden to touch the places where the 
mosquitoes bit him, He manages to do so after all, by telling a story 
about the spots on the skin of his grandfather, By illustrating the 


places where the spots were the rabbit was able to scratch himself, 
(Inf. L.F, liarsh), 


Africa 


Th 
ere is a story among the Hottentots end in the Suda 
Nn 
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in which the fox ties the jackal to a tree. (Theal p.90) 
American Parallel, 
The same story is found in America but Bro, Rabbit ties 
LR. Lion to a tree, 


Africa, (Island of Mauritius) 
The hare challenges both the elephant and the whale to a 
pulling match, But instead of pulling himself he ties one end of the 
rope to the elephant and the other to the whale, So has them pulling 


against each other instead of against him, (Inf, L.F, Marsh). 


American Parallel, 
Bro. Tarrapin defeats Bro, Bear in pulling by tying the end 
of the. rope to a root under water. 
It is believed that the southern version resembled the 
African more closely, because in the two versions from Brazil-Coatia 


makes two other animals do the pulling the same as the African Version 
(Theal p.20) 


Africa (Temne of West Africa), 
There is a story told thet the Spider introduces himself and 
Mr, Taba into a cow to cut a beef supply. On their second visit into 
the cow LR, Taba ,unmindful of the Spicer's warning not to touch the 
heart, cuts the heart strings and the cow falls dead, The Taba hides 
in the gall, the spider in the mall. When the men open the cow the taba 


escapes, the spider is caught and flogged, He is flogged so hard that 
the number of his legs increases to eight, (Inf. L.F, Marsh), 
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American Parallel. 
This same story is told identically the same in America, 


except that Bro, Fox and Bro, Rabbit take the places of the‘ Taba 
and the Spider. Bre. Fox is caught and killed in this version. 


The last proof of the transmission of African animal stories 
to America is found in the story where Bro, Rabbit is caught stealing 
and is about to be punished. By trickery he induces Bro. Bear to take 
his place; and therefore suffer his punishment, In the formerly Egypt- 
ian part of the Sudan, the fox plays the same trick on the hyena. 

Near the southern shores of the Red Sea the jackal plays 
plays it on tne hyena; or a poor man on a shepherd, Among the Haussa 


in West Africa the jackal again victimizes the hyena, 


The most. concrete example of the type of Negro folk-lore 
and its distribution is the Tar Baby Story. It is a well conceeded 
fact that the Tar Baby Story is of African origin, There are many 
versions of it in Africa, | 

On the Island of Mauritius the tortoise puts glue on hfs 
back, He draws into his house, The hare comes along (sometimes it is 
the jackal). He addresses the tortoise and .gets no answer, Finally 
the hare becomes so angry he strikes the tortoise and so gets stuck 
on the shell limb after limb, An obscure version is found in the int- 
erior of Africa:( A man puts lime on his fence, the jackal gets trapped 
in it, limb after limb and lastly his tail, ) Inf, L.¥.Marsh,. 


American Parallel 


Brer Fox moulds a baby of tar and sets it by the side of the 
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road to catch his enemy Brer Rabbit. Brer Rabbit comes along and sees 
the baby. He bids the baby good-morning, He was surprised and annoyed 
that the little black baby should not respond to his greetings, se 
hecomes nearer somewhat angrily repeating his words. Finally when it 
is perfectly clear that the little imp intends"to keep on saying 
nothing* Brer Rabbit flies into a rage and strikes the baby as a just 
return for its ill] manners, But woe to Mr, Rabbit, his fist is caught 
in the tar. His wrath only serves to injure him, for a second blow 
quickly imprisons his other fist. A couple of desperate kicks deprive 
him of both feet. Then the happy Fox skips forth from cover and rells 
over on the grass, and laughs, shouting to the rabbit that he looks 
"sorter stuck up this morning." 

There are many variants of this story among the American 
Negroes in every state in the Union (U.S.).From the Negroes the 
American Indians have borrowed it, 

A version from the Biloxi Indians in central Louisiana, 
who belong to the Siouan linguistic family:- 

*" The rabbit and the Frenchman were digging a well, The 
rabbit got tired so he quit. The man said:* No work, no water." The 
rabbit would slip to the well and drink anyway. Finally the man de- 
tected this, so he made a tar baby and placed it by the well, The 
rabbit came up and saw the baby, He ask:" Friend what's the matter? 
Are you angry?" The baby didn't asswer, so the rabbit ask again: 

" Priend, what's the matter? Are you angry?" The baby didn't answer, 


so he hit it limb after limb until he was all stuck up. Mr. Man came 
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and caught the rabbit. He threaten to throw him in the briar patch. 
The rabbit plead and plead:* Please don't throw me in the briar 
patch, I will surely die." The man threw him in the patch, The. 
rabbit jumped up and ran, then he laughed at the man." * 

The same version is found among the Omaha, who are found 
in the state of Nebraska, Many other Indian trfbes have adopted the 


story, among tnem are the: *# 


Yuchi-------------- found in Georgia and South Carolina, 
Creek-------------- . . : * Alabama. 
Plains Indians----- ? *  XKontana * Wyoming. 
Amazon * oo--- * " South America, on the Amazon 


river, especially in Brazil. 
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re : " A.P.L. p.169, 1889, 


~ During my childhood days in the Southern states I have 
heard many stories told concerning the wandering of spirits in 
supernatural shapes,and im other shapes of animals, or humans, To 
appease these spirits, offerings o~ prayers must be given or said, 
I have also heard stories of such a type told by missionaries who 
have come direct from Africa. A passing warm breath denotes a spirit. 
The murmering in the trees are spirits talking. Spirits haunt lonely 
places, All through America these superstitions are found. 

This finisnes the first type of Negro Folk-Lore (that 


brought from Africa and has spread through the United States amonz 
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the milk, The little girl asks him to wait until she delivers the milk, 
he does. When she returns she throws an old worn out sole of her shoe 
at him. And tells him that here is her “soul* that ane is going to give 
him, * 

This story clearly shows its mediaeval origin, It shows the 


influence of Marlowe's Dr, Faustus, 


Those borrowed concerning the wandering of spirits in the 
shapes of beasts:- 

The Hunters And The Deer, 

Some hunters were put to shame by the actions of a bold and 
apparently invulnerable deer. Their skill profited them nothing. They 
could never hit the deer. Finally they consulted a * Sable Cenjurer", 
who advised them to mould and use a silver bullet. They did so, and 
at the report of the gun the deer vanished, This was proof that the 
deer was in reality a spirit. al 

Germany has a story called * Der Freischutz",. There is a 
story,that the Catholics attempted to bring about the death of Gustavus 
Adolphus by the use of the “powerful” moulded silver bullet. 


The third and last type of story deals with the stories that 
the Negroes have borrowed from each other in this country and also from 
other races, but they have entirely worked them over to suit their own 


individual tastes. The Creation story, and the fairy story come under 


xn Also foun® in The Journal A.F.L. 1890. 
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this head as being borrowed from other races, 


Creation Story. ( from Louisiana ). 

. In the beginning of the world God in order to people the 
earth wished to create a man of each nation, to do which he took a 
clod of earth, kneaded it, and ddtaching pieces from it, fashioned in 
succession a Negro, a Chinaman, an.Indian, and so with all the other 
peoples. When the lump of earth was exhausted there were lacking yet 
two men to reach the number upon which he himself had fixed. What was 
to be done? Not finding earth to suit him God stretched forth his arm 
and seized the first animal which came beneath his hand. It was a 
butterfly; he clipped off its wings, and made for it arms and legs, he 
breathed upon it, gave it a soul and placed it in a corner of the earth. 
This was the first Frenchman. With a second movement like the first, the 
Creator extended his hand, and seized again the first thing that met 
it. This time it happened to be an ant; he made it under go the same 
operations, gave it the form and shape of a man, breathed into it a 
soul, and Placed it in another corner of the earth. This was the first 
Englishman, And consequently the Englishman and the Frenchman, having 
proceeded from animate beings instead of coming from the reath have 


always made their way in this world better than the rest." * 


The Tar Baby story will give an example of what is meant 
by tne different localities borrowing stories and working them over, 
This story originated in Africa. From Africa it came to 


* Found in The Journal of A.F.L. Dec. 1890, 
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America, State of Virginia. From Virginia it spread to the other states 
of America, As it spread it was worked over or changed in some slicht 
degrees Take the state of Georgia alone:~ 
In Middle Georgia all that is frightful is eliminated,only 
the humorous side is retained:- 
"Brer Fox moulds a baby of tar to catch Brer Rabbit. Brer 
Rabbit falls for the bait, and gets all stuck up." 


Now in southern Georgia the same story is worked ever into 


something more horrible:- 

*" The baby was a live one whose body by some freak of nature 
was made of tar. The lips were ever parted in an ugly grin. This monst- 
er tar-baby, which haunted the woods and lenely places of the plantation 
was represented as wholly vicious in character. It was impossible to 
pass it with out hitting it, for so insulting was its behavior and grin, 
But the minute one hit it the baby would gather them in an embrace and 
so squeeze them to death.” So well is this story knewn that many believ- 
ed that it was true. * 


*% Informant A.¥éM.Osborne 
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